Z6o                  CLARISSA HARLOWE
ance I make her shall cease, if I hear she returns to her former courses : and I have made her accountable for her conduct to the good widow Lovick ; whom I have taken, at a handsome salary, for rny housekeeper at Edgware, (for I have let the house at Watford;) and she is to dispense the quarterly allotment to her, as
she merits.
This good woman shall have other matters of the like nature under her care, as we grow better acquainted; and I make no doubt that she will answer my expectations, and that I shall be both confirmed and improved by her conversation: for she shall generally sit at my
own table.
The undeserved sufferings of Miss Clarissa Harlowe, her exalted merit, her exemplary preparation, and her happy end, will be standing subjects with us.
She shall read to me, when I have no company ; write for me, out of books, passages she shall recommend. Her years (turned of fifty,) and her good character, will secure me from scandal ; and I have great pleasure in reflecting that I shall be better myself for making her happy.
Then, whenever I am in danger, I will read some of the admirable lady's papers : whenever I would abhor my former ways, I will read some of thine, and copies of my own.
The consequence of all this will be, that I shall be the delight of my own relations of both sexes, who were wont to look upon me as a lost man. I shall have good order in my own family, because I shall give a good example myself. I shall be visited and respected, not perhaps by Lovelace, by Mowbray, and by Tour-ville, because they cannot see me upon the old terms, and will not, perhaps, see me upon the new, but by the best and worthiest gentlemen, clergy as well as laity, all around me. I shall look upon my past follies with